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• Pray to Radharani 

His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swatni Prabhupada 

• Sri Radha 

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakur Prabhupada 

• The Appearance of Srimati Radharani 
Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swatni Maharaja 

• Radha's Joyful Appearance 
Uddhava Das 

• Always Chant the Names of Radha Krishna! 

From the Oriya Padavali of Bhakta Kavi Gopal Krishna 



Pray to Radharani 

His Divine Grace A.C. 
Bhaktivedanta Swatni Prabhupada 

Today is Srimati Radharani's birthday, 
RadhastamT. So we called you for a 
meeting. Radharani is the source 
of spiritual inspiration. Our re- 
5 quest to everyone present here to- 
\ (( day is that you should pray to 




) y\ \ Radharani. This word hare or hard 
t I * indicates Radharani. This repeti- 
tion of addressing Radha and Krishna or Hare 
Krishna is to pray, "My dear Lord, and spiritual 
energy of the Lord, kindly engage me in your 
service. I am now embarrassed to be engaged 
with this material service. Please engage me in 
your service." This is good sense. We are servants 
here. We are engaged in so many services. But it 
is not giving us comfort. Krishna is parath 
brahman. He cannot enjoy anything material. He 
has to create the source of enjoyment by his own 
spiritual potency. That is Radharani. Radharani 
is described in the sastra: radha-krsna-pranaya- 
vikrtir hlddini-saktir asmad (Cc. adi 1.5). She is 
Krishna's hlddini-sakti, she gives pleasure to 
Krishna. Today is RadhastamT. If we pray to 
Srimati Radharani she will be kind. Therefore in 



Vrindavan everywhere you will hear, "Jaya 
Radhe!" If Radharani is pleased with you then 
you will be able to approach Krishna very easily. 
That is the goal of our life, vTta-rdga-bhaya-krodha 
man-may a mam upasritah — You cannot take 
shelter of Krishna directly. You have to take shel- 
ter of His potency (Bg. 4.10). # 

— Lecture in Calcutta, September 1974. 

Sri Radha 

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta 
Saraswati Prabhupada 

To be able to observe the lofty po- 
sition of Srimati Radharani and her 
confidential associates is not within 
the realm of common people. 
Only those who engage con- 
stantly in intimate, confidential 
and eternal loving service to her understand this 
sacred truth. No one can fathom the mysteries 
and esoteric implications of such pastimes ex- 
cept her confidential associates. 

The day when our link with this material 
world is limited to the barest necessities, when 
our trivial opinions, concocted austerities, pi- 
ous works, so-called knowledge, and mystic 
power are considered worthless like straw, 
when our worship of Narayan in his mood of 
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majesty is not relishable in the least, when we 
are not inclined at all to be out-spoken in the 
confidential topics of divine pastimes like the 
rasa dance, only then will we be fit candidates 
to receive such confidential information. 

The service to their lordships Sri Sri Radha 
Govinda is not expressible in common language. 
The use of the words svakiya, belonging to one- 
self, and parakiya, belonging to others, usually 
become intermingled with our own intense re- 
sidual desires for sense gratification. It is for this 
reason, lack of qualified people, that the divine 
pastimes of Sri Radha Krishna cannot be dis- 
cussed, heard and understood by the common 
people of this world. To say that there are very 
few qualified people is not an exaggeration. 

— Lecture, from an unknown time and place. 

The Appearance of 
s rim ati radharani 

Sri Sritnad Gour Govinda Szvami Maharaja 

The Brahma-vaivarta Purana describes that 
once in the transcendental abode of Vrindavan, 
Krishnachandra was sitting on a golden throne 
under a madhavT creeper. He was thinking of 
how to further relish the nectarean mellows of 
his pastimes. Due to this thought, by his mere 
will, Srimati Radharani appeared from the left 
side of his body. Radharani' s form was the color 
of molten gold and was decorated with vari- 
ous ornaments. On her braid was a flower bou- 
quet; on her breast a garland of pearls (mukta 
mala); and around her waist hung an orna- 
mented belt (mekhala). Beautiful golden earrings 
adorned her ears, and the anklets (nupura) on 
her feet produced a tinkling sound. 

Radha is the enchanter of Madhava — 
radha-madhava-mohini. In the rasa dance she 
gave so much pleasure to him, but still she 
considered how to give him even more plea- 
sure. As soon as she desired this, immediately 
innumerable gopis, all looking like Srimati, 
immediately expanded from her body. 

In the Padma Purana, uttara-khanda, Shivaji 
told Parvati about the appearance of Radha: 
"Vrishabhanu Maharaja was a great devotee 
of the Lord. His chaste and devoted wife was 
named Kirtida. It is from her womb that jagan- 
mata, the mother of the whole world, Sri 
Radha, took birth. This auspicious appearance 
of Brajeswari occurred at noon on the eighth 
day of the bright fortnight in the month of 



Bhadrava. Seeing that such a beautiful daugh- 
ter was born to the king, all the gopa families 
of Gokul became very joyful. Everyone's de- 
sires were fulfilled. King Vrishabhanu gave 
immense charity to the brahmanas, vaisnavas, 
musicians, dancers, and poor men. 

"One day, Narada Muni came to the quar- 
ters of King Vrishabhanu to have darsana of 
Radharani. The sage inquired about his and 
his kingdom's welfare. In a humble mood, the 
king replied, 'Because of your mercy, every- 
thing is auspicious. You are such a great sadhu. 
Wherever you go becomes a tirtha. By your 
grace, everyone can get hari-bhakti.' 

"Saying this, Vrishabhanu Maharaja placed 
his daughter, whose eyes were still closed, on 
the lap of Narada Muni. By the touch of 
Radharani, the sage became ecstatic, the hairs 
on his body stood on end, and tears like tor- 
rential rain flowed from his eyes. In his heart, 
Narada Muni began to offer prayers to the 
little girl. 

'"You are hari-priya, dear to Lord Hari; 
mahabhava-svarupa, the personification of the 
highest love; govinda-mohinT, the enchanter 
of Govinda; krsna-prana-riipa, the life and soul 
of Krishna; ananda-svarupa, the very embodi- 
ment of bliss. You are bhakti and tapa. All of 
the demigods headed by Brahma and Shiva 
meditate on your lotus feet. All of Krishna's 
consorts such as the gopis, the queens in 
Dwarka, and even Mahalakshmi are plenary 
portions of you. Throughout the universe you 
are known as adi-sakti, the original potency' 

"Hearing the prayers of Narada Muni, 
Radharani mercifully showed her form to him. 
The muni beheld a vision of Radhika seated 
upon a throne studded with divine gems, un- 
der the shade of a wish-fulfilling tree. Innu- 
merable sakhis, some fanning her, some wav- 
ing camaras, and others holding a white um- 
brella over her head, surrounded her. 
Brajeswari's body was covered with beautiful 
transcendental garments. Her forehead was 
decorated with designs drawn with sindhura, 
and a glow emanated from her body. By her 
mercy, Radharani revealed this beautiful form 
to Narada Muni, and he alone could see it. 

"All the while, Radhika, in the form of 
a baby, was lying on the lap of Narada 
Muni. Narada Muni returned the child to 
her father, seated with his queen before 
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the great rsi. The sage said, 'You are most 
fortunate, mahd-bhagyavan, because you have 
such a wonderful daughter. Kamala, Parvati, 
Arundhati, Sachi, and Satyabhama are all 
just plenary portions or portions of plenary 
portions of Radharani. No one is as dear to 
Lord Hari as she. Because of your daughter, 
all of Gokul will be filled with opulence. Do 
not feel sorry that you have a girl. Because of 
her, your glory will spread far and wide.' 

"With folded hands, King Vrishabhanu 
asked, 'Who will be her husband?' The great 
sage replied, 'She will be the wife of the su- 
preme Tpurusa. And in the course of time her 
eyes will open.' Saying this, Narada Muni left." 

After hearing this account, Parvati inquired of 
Shivaji, "Why were Radharani's eyes not open?" 

Shivaji said: "O Devi, this is another won- 
derful story. When Lord Hari wanted to de- 
scend to this material world, he called Radha 
and said, 'You, too, will take birth there with 
me. We will manifest wonderful lilas together.' 

"Then Radha said, 'O my dear lotus-eyed 
Hari, if I take birth in the material world I 
will be so distressed. How can I bear to see 
other men? I only want to see you. I refuse to 
look upon the form of another.' 

"Krishna said, 'O Devi, please do not feel 
such anxiety. Your desire will be fulfilled.' 

"Lord Hari took birth as the son of Nanda 
Maharaja in order to protect the sadhus - sddhu 
raksa kare. Radha took birth from the womb 
of Kirtida as the daughter of Vrishabhanu. 

"Because of the birth of the divine couple, 
the whole universe became exuberant. But 
Radha's eyes were not open. Seeing this, 
Kirtida Maharani was alarmed." 

Parvati then inquired, "Please tell me how 
Radharani opened her eyes." 

Shivaji said, "I will tell you. Simply by hear- 
ing this account one receives transcendental 
happiness. 

"King Vrishabhanu held a great festival on 
the auspicious occasion of his daughter's 
birth. He invited all the cowherd men and 
women, extending a special invitation to 
Nanda Maharaja and Yashodarani. Nanda 
Maharaja and his wife arrived at the palace 
of King Vrishabhanu by bullock cart. 

"Maharaja Vrishabhanu welcomed Nanda 
Maharaja, embracing him. Kirtida welcomed 
Yasoda-mata, embracing her. 

"The magnificent festival continued; all 
different kinds of instruments were play 
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— kettle-drums, bugles, violins, vina, etc. 
Meanwhile, in the inner quarters of the pal- 
ace, Sri Radha was sleeping in her cradle. 
Lord Hari, who is the antaryami, supersoul in 
the hearts of all living entities, knew this. 

"Unnoticed by anyone, baby Krishna went 
to Radharani. Seeing the face of his consort, 
Krishna smiled, laughing in his mind. Then 
he put his lotus palm over her eyes. As soon 
as she felt the touch of Krishna, she immedi- 
ately opened her eyes and saw his face. They 
had eye to eye union, Radha and Krishna. 
Both of them were very, very blissful. 

"Kirtida had just come there and she saw 
what had happened. Taking the baby girl onto 
her lap, she happily exclaimed, 'Krishna gave 
eyes to Radha. Therefore this girl will be very 
dear to Krishna.' Hearing this, Mother 
Yasoda's heart was filled with joy." 

This is the inconceivable lild of Krishna. By 
the mercy of Hari and guru it is described in 
Brahma-vaivarta Purana and Padma Purana. 

Srimati radharani ki jaya! 
Kana-mana-mohini radharani ki jaya! 
Vrndavana-vilasini radharani ki jaya! 
Asta-sakhi-siromani radharani ki jaya! 
Vrsabhanu nandini srimati radharani ki jaya! 

— Lecture, 2 September 1995. 

Radha's Joyful Appearance 

Uddhava Das 

Uddhava Das was a prominent Gaudiya 
Vaishnava poet of early eighteenth century Ben- 
gal who wrote many songs about the pastimes of 
Radha and Krishna. 

vsabhanu-pure aji ananda badhai 
ratnabhanu subhanu nacaye tina bhai 

Today in the house of Vrishabhanu, the three 
brothers Ratnabhanu, Subhanu and 
Vrishabhanu dance in jubilation, celebrating 
their wonderful good fortune. 

dadhi ghrta navanlta go-rasa haladi 
anande angane tale nahika avadhi 

At the ecstatic festival in the courtyard there 
is no limit to the flow of yoghurt, ghee, cream, 
milk, turmeric etc. 



gopa gopi nace gaxja jaya t 
mukhara nacaye budihate laiya nadi 

The cowherd men and women dance, sing, 
and roll on the ground in ecstasy. The old 
lady Mukhara also dances, holding a stick 
in her hand. 
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vrsabhanu raja ndce antara-ulldse 
dnanda bddhdi gtta gdya cdri pdse 

Delighted in his heart, King Vrishabhanu 
dances. In all of the four directions everyone 
sings with pleasure. 

laksa laksa gdbhfvatsa alankrta kari 
brdhmane karaye ddna dpand pdsari 

Forgetting himself, Vrishabhanu Maharaja 
donates millions of cows decorated with jew- 
els to the brahmanas. 

gdyaka nartaka bhdta kare utarola 
deha deha leha leha suni ehi bola 

The singers, dancers, and professional reciters 
make a tumultuous sound, "Give, give, take, take". 

kanydra vadana deklii kirtidd jananT 
dnande avase deha dpand ndjdni 

Looking at the face of her daughter, Mother 
Kirtida becomes stunned in ecstasy and com- 
pletely forgets herself. 

kata kata purna-candra jiniyd udaya 
e ddsa uddhava fieri dnanda hrdaya 

This vision of Srimati Radharani's appearance, 
which defeats the vision of unlimited full moons, 
gives Uddhava Das great pleasure in his heart. 
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Always Chant the 
Names of Radha Krishna! 

From the Oriya Padavali of 
Bhakta Kavi Gopal Krishna 

(raga — mayamalaba gauda, tola — ekatalT) 

radha krsna ndma cin tdman iki 

bliaja-re mdnasa sadd eniki (refrain) 
O mind! Always chant the names of Radha 
and Krishna, which are fabulous gems that 
satisfy all desires. 

pdilu sriguru- devahka krpdru 

age kara jaya-sn puraniki (1) 
By the mercy of Sri Gurudev you have received 
these holy names. So go on chanting them, be- 
ing filled with thoughts of their glories! 

sa-rasa cetana puma sandtana 

bdsa yda-nd-re du keniki (2) 
These names are sweet and blissful and are 
the full, eternal manifestation of the Supreme 
Lord. Be peaceful and satisfied and don't 
think that you require anything else. 

ndhinti antara abhidhd ndmara 

ddka mathdpare yodi pdniki (3) 
Just chant, all the time sprinkling upon your 
head the water of this understanding: There 
is no difference between these names and 
Radha-Krishna themselves. 

svapana jdgare suciasucire 

antahkaranare puni puniki (4) 
Whether sleeping or awake, in a clean or 
unclean condition, remember these names 
again and again. 

prema-bhakti rasa jdhkara nirydsa 
ethu bali du ndhin teniki (5) 
The essence of these holy names is the ecstatic 
mellow of devotional love. Don't consider it to 
be anything else. 

milild ethara bhdlildra tora 

kari nartana bajd kaphoniki (6) 
Such names you have gotten that if you re- 
ally understand your good fortune you will 
jump up and down, slapping your sides with 
your elbows out of happiness! 

gopdla-krsnara prdna abasara 

kale boldibu gale yeniki (7) 
Gopal Krishna got this opportunity in his 
life! O my mind, wherever you may go and 
whatever you may do, always chant these 
holy names! # 

— Fakir Mohan Das. Bhakta Kavi Gopala Krishna. Sahitya 
Akademi. New Delhi. 2002. 



